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School Day Schedule

8:45 am Entry
8:55-10:35
Learning Block

10:35 - 11:05
Recess

11:05— 12:45
Learning Block
12:45-1:45
TLunch
1:45-3:25
Learning Block

3:25
Dismissal

The Stonebridge Story

Website: http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stonebridge.ps
Email: Stonebridge.ps@yrdsb.ca

Follow us on twitter: @StonebridgePS

A Message from the Administration

Welcome to December! The cooler weather is here and we are eagerly waiting for
more snow! Please remember to dress appropriately for the weather. Snow pants, win-
ter boots, hats, gloves/mittens, and scarfs are required to keep fingers and toes warm
when we learn and play outside. Your child should arrive at school every day dressed
and ready to go outside. Our decision to send students outside depends upon the tem-
perature and the wind chill. These two factors considered together determine whether
we are outside for the full recess, whether we go outside for a shortened recess, or re-
main inside due to severe cold. If you search for The Weather Network/Stonebridge PS
they will show you what you need to wear in the morning, lunch time and end of day to
dress for the weather!
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We have 29 very strong Student Government members who have put their names for-
ward to represent their classes! We had our first meeting virtually after school on No-
vember 10th and our Class Senators have lots to offer and want to make a difference at
Stonebridge. Our Class Senators will be working closely with our Lead Teachers to
support our racialized learners/families, our 2SLGBTQ+ community, deepen our work
in Indigenous Education and also support Technology and Modern Learning.
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We want to draw your attention to some of our work that has been shared via Twitter
(@StonebridgePS):
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Healthy Snack Program fi& /M it
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Continued on next page ...



https://www.theweathernetwork.com/ca/forecasts/school-day/ontario/stonebridge-public-school
https://twitter.com/StonebridgePS/status/1326569768925720577?s=20
https://twitter.com/schoolw_MsSmith/status/1326563084681551872?s=20
https://twitter.com/sydneylung/status/1319735497443446784?s=20
https://twitter.com/StonebridgePS/status/1319687824820609026?s=20
https://twitter.com/StonebridgePS/status/1326885206482104321?s=20
https://www.theweathernetwork.com/ca/forecasts/school-day/ontario/stonebridge-public-school
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/stonebridge.ps

Message from the Administration continued

Our next virtual School Council meeting will be on December 7th from 6:30 to 8:00pm. Please RSVP by Friday
December 4th to attend.
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The last day of school before the Winter Break is Friday December 18, 2020. School will resume on Monday Janu-
ary 4, 2021. Please take the time over the holidays to relax and unwind with your families. We look forward to our
continued partnership.
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Grade 8 Information Nights in Secondary Schools

Secondary School Virtual Open Houses

Transitioning to secondary school is an exciting time, and you may have many questions about what to
expect. While secondary schools are unable to host in-person open houses this year, students and families
are invited to virtually visit our secondary schools. Learn more about transitioning to secondary school,
what to expect in Grade 9 and get to know the school.

Information will be posted on each school’s website or check the Board website for information night
dates and additional information.

You can also visit www.yrdsb.ca/students for information about secondary school programs, course selec-
tion and more.



https://forms.gle/Ehr5X67eZDrdqvre9
https://forms.gle/Ehr5X67eZDrdqvre9
https://forms.gle/Ehr5X67eZDrdqvre9
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Grade-8-Information-Nights.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Grade-8-Information-Nights.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/students

Message from Our Trustee

Dear families,

I hope that you and your loved ones are healthy and well. 2020 has been
a challenging year in so many ways, and the global pandemic has affect-
ed individuals and families in different ways.

I want to reassure you that we continue to work closely with York Re-
gion Public Health and to prioritize the health and well-being of our stu-
dents, staff members and families. It continues to be important that we
adhere to the health and safety measures in place to help reduce the
spread of COVID-19. You can learn more about what schools are doing
at www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.

While we have seen cases in some of our schools, we continue to work with public health to respond quickly,
identify cohorts that need to self-isolate as a precautionary measure and take all appropriate measures. I want

to thank all of our students, families and staff members for their diligence in adhering to the public health rec-
ommendations and health and safety measures in place in our schools.

One of our priorities in our Multi-Year Strategic Plan is to foster well-being and mental health. As a result of
the pandemic, many of us are facing changes and new challenges that can take a toll on our mental health. It is
more important than ever that we check in on one another and practice self-care. There are mental health re-
sources for students and families on our Board website that address the unique nature of our current situation.
You can also find information about our Mental Health and Addiction Strategy and the work we are doing in
schools to promote positive mental health and provide support for students.

While there are challenges, we also continue to have so many reasons to feel positive. Our students continue
to impress us with their kindness, creativity, innovation, resilience, courage and perseverance. Visit us on
YouTube at YRDSBMedia to see just some of these stories.

In the coming weeks and months, many of our students and families will be celebrating days of significance
and holidays, and I wish you all the very best for the season. While we may be celebrating a little differently
this year, [ hope everyone has a safe and happy winter break and we look forward to welcoming students back
into our in-person and virtual schools in January.

Ron Lynn

Trustee, Markham, Wards 2, 3 and 6



http://www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Coronavirus-Mental-Health.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Repository/NewsEvents/Pages/BoardNews/Coronavirus-Mental-Health.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BIPSA/Documents/Mental-Health-Strategy.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/mental-health/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/mental-health/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/user/YRDSBMedia

Introduction to Robotics and Coding Tools

This session will provide parents/ guardians with
an introduction to web based tools, designed to
engage students ages 8 and up, in coding and ro-

botics activities.

)
Topics for the event include tools for: ; a

h e

.j‘ 1
Block Coding \
Virtual Robotics and Physical Computing Q.

3 Dimensional Modeling

Infroduchon fo Robotics and Coding Tools
Event Details

Date: December 8, 2020
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Platform: Online webinar
ALL YRDSB parents are invited to join us for this FREE event. Space is limited
Please Register online via bit.ly/YRDSBRobotTools or at Eventbrite:

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-robotics-and-coding-tools-night-
tickets-129287826369

Interpreters and Translators Training Session

Please share this opportunity with anyone you know who is multilingual and would like to be
considered for inclusion on the list. Specifically, we are in urgent need of individuals who can
read, speak and write the following languages:

- Farsi - Urdu

- Turkish - Hebrew

- Arabic - Vietnamese
- Portuguese - Kurdish

- Thai/Laos - Spanish

- Spanish - Cambodian

Please note that all languages (in addition to the ones listed above) are needed.

A virtual information and training session on December 10, 2020 from 6:00pm — 7:00pm.

If you are interested, please register by December 3, 2020.



https://bit.ly/YRDSBRobotTools
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-robotics-and-coding-tools-night-tickets-129287826369
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/introduction-to-robotics-and-coding-tools-night-tickets-129287826369
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-R_I8Dzcteg7nuud_rODq7HerLShGpHd9S1rNhYM4lBLCvA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Report Absences or Late

If your child is going to be absent / late, please report via Edsby before the bell time.
If you do not have an Edsby account or need help with setting it up, please contact the

office @ 905-887-2427.

TO REPORT A STUDENT ABSENCE/LATE:
LOGIN TO: yrdsb.edsby.com / CALL 905.887.2427

Nut & Scent Free Environment

This is a reminder that many students and staff have life threatening
allergies to nuts. As a result, we ask that all snacks and lunches are nut
free. Please take the time to read the labels on snacks to ensure they are
nut safe. We also ask that you do not use peanut butter substitutes such
as Wow Butter. Nutella is a nut product and must not come to school.

The chemicals used in scented products can make some people sick, espe-
“cially those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other medical
conditions. To help keep the air healthy for everyone, our school has a scent-
free policy.



file:///C:/Users/casual.e441/Desktop/Dec Newsletter/coding.docx

FLU SEASON IS HERE

Get the flu shot as early as possible get your /

The first and best step to preventing the flu (or influenza), is to get the flu K

shot every year. The flu spreads quickly and easily from an infected 3 h
person to others and anyone can get it. Getting the flu shot can protect you, x S Ot
your family and those around you.

Students may be at higher risk of getting the flu as they come together in close
public spaces including the classroom, gymnasium, lunch room and library.

The flu shot is especially important for students who have a chronic condition (e.g. asthma, diabe-
tes) or those who live with or have close contact with a pregnant woman, kids less than five years
old, or a resident of a nursing home or other chronic care facility since these groups are at higher
risk of getting very sick or being hospitalized because of the flu.

Flu shots are free and are readily available at:

- Health care provider’s offices for people six months of age and older

- Participating pharmacies, for people five years of age and older

In addition to getting the flu shot annually, here are some other health tips that can help prevent
the spread of the flu:

- Wash your hands well and often with either soap and water or alcohol based hand rub

- Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze (if you do not have a tissue, cough into
your upper sleeve)

- Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth
- Stay home when you’re sick

- Clean and disinfect surfaces and shared items

I's important to get the flu shot as early as possible as it can take nearly two weeks for the influen-
za vaccine to take full effect.

To learn more about flu and flu vaccine, visit york.ca/flu.

PUBLIC HEALTH 1-877-464-9675 TTY 1-866-512-6228 york.ca/flu



https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/flu./!ut/p/z1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfIjo8zijYxMzDwMnQ28DDz8LQw83cwDTF0sPAwNvI30wwkpiAJKG-AAjgb6XmAFePQDXWBU5Ovsm64fVZBYkqGbmZeWrx-RllOqB7Q7ipDxBbkRVT5pwY4Af6jVOQ!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.X8VLcflKiUk

Active Travel

December is an Exciting Time of Year! . <
The first day of winter falls in December! P - (\ A &
~
Start of School Winter holidays! { ' e 3
Te}
Winter Time x
u’i i i; - 8 - .-E:;
December is also a great time to get outside, have fun in the snow and = 4 N z

discover the great outdoors! .

When the temperature drops, it is common for many parents to want their kids to spend time indoors. How-
ever, there are many benefits for kids to be active outside in the winter, including:

e Building different muscle groups and improving physical health
o Engaging in creative play

e Being messy and having fun

e Fresh air and sunlight

o Learning first-hand about nature, the weather and the seasons

When children are outside they move more, sit less, play longer and sleep more soundly at night. Being ac-
tive also helps to improve your self-esteem, social skills and mental health. Here are some December chal-
lenges we invite your children to try leading up to the holidays (December 3™ to 18™):

1. Walk to and from school or the bus stop everyday

Wish the crossing guard or a classmate on your walk to school a great day
On your walk to school make a snow angel

On your walk to school complete 10 star jumps and 10 jumping jacks
Make someone laugh today

Check your local recreation center for fun activities that you and your family can do over the holidays

AN G ol

Say something positive to one of your classmates

Active School Travel is a simple way to fit physical activity into your daily routine!

If you live far, consider parking a block away and walking. If active school travel every day is a challenge,
choose one, two or three times a week to make a change.

4”/9 Sincerely,
YRDSB Active Travel Team and York Region Public Health



Inclement Weather Procedures During the Pandemic

Dear families,

This year, we are doing many things differently in our schools to help reduce '

the spread of COVID-19 and support the health and safety of our students, ﬁeﬁfi%e}&emﬁ'
staff members and families. As we enter the colder months, we have also re-

viewed what it will look like when inclement weather days are declared and

school transportation is cancelled.

We usually try to keep schools open as much as possible, and in previous years, schools have remained
open when school transportation is cancelled. This year, however, given the importance of adhering to
our health and safety quidelines, we have made the decision to close schools to students when an
inclement weather day is declared and school transportation is cancelled. Please do not send
your child to school when an inclement weather day is declared. We are unable to guarantee ap-
propriate coverage for students on inclement weather days when school transportation is closed and
classes cannot be combined.

Please take the time to make plans in the event of an inclement weather day school clo-

sure. Please note that before and after care programs will not be operating on inclement weather

days. For on-site, full-day child care, please confirm with your childcare operator. We recognize that this
may be an inconvenience for some families. This decision was not made lightly and made to prioritize
the health and safety of students, staff members and families.

There are rare occasions when school transportation is cancelled due to extreme cold weather and not
road conditions, and schools will remain open for students.

Student learning will continue:
Students attending elementary school in person will be provided with learning activities for the day
through their Google classroom and teachers will be available online to support students.
Students attending secondary school in person will shift to virtual learning for all of their classes for
the day.
Elementary and secondary virtual schools will operate as normal.

Communication to families

Decisions about school transportation and school closures will be made as early as possible and no later
than 6:00 a.m. We will do our best to notify families in advance. Our priority continues to be the safety of
our students, staff members and families. If you have any questions, please speak with your school prin-
cipal.

Transportatlon cancellations or school closures will also continue to be communicated through:
Student Transportation Services website: www.schoolbuscity.com
Student Transportation Hotline: 1-877-330-3001
Board website and school websites
@YRDSB Twitter account
Radio and TV media outlets

Families who have provided the school with their cell phone will also receive a text message, unless you
have opted out of this service. Please contact your school if you have any questions.

For more information on inclement weather days, please visit our website www.yrdsb.ca.



http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/school-reopening/Pages/Health-and-Safety.aspx
http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
https://twitter.com/YRDSB
http://www.yrdsb.ca/

Active School Travel - Reminder about signs

Please keep in mind that there is no parking from 8:30 to 9:30 am on Wilfred Murison Ave and
Stonebridge Dr. in the morning and from 3:00 to 4:00 pm in the afternoon. These are bike routes
and this signage has been put in place by the Town of Markham and will be enforced for student
and community safety.
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Please remember that there are no left turns between 8:50am to 9:10am and from 3:25 to
3:40pm. This is for student safety and to allow for traffic to move smoothly during these
busy times.
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Please keep in mind that during the winter months that the walkway that goes
around the North side of the parking lot is not maintained and is closed. We would =5
ask that you cross at the entrance to our parking lot where someone will assist you YAWAIAW
to cross safely and walk the path by the Kindergarten area as this is maintained by AT
the school with snow clearing and salting during the winter months.
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Please keep in mind the signage in the parking lot noting that there is no parking in the left lane,
and the right lane closest to the walkway is for drop off only. Parking is not permitted in this drop
off lane as it restricts the ability for others behind you to proceed. Please keep in mind that if you
do need to drop off lunch, or visit the office that you can park on Stonebridge Ave between 9:30am
and 3:00pm.
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